The Rights of Woman
Olympe de Gouges (1748-93)

de Gouges wrote the “Declaration of the Rights of Woman” i Paris 1791. Her
devotion to the cause of women’s rights led to her execution by the guillotine in
November 1793

(Excerpt)

Man, are you capable of being just? It is a woman who poses the question; you will not
deprive her of that right at least. Tell me, what gives you sovereign empire (o oppress my
sex? Your strength? Your talents?

Man alone has raised his exceptional circumstances to a principle. Bizarre, blind,
bloated with science and degenerated - in a century of enlightenment and wisdom - into
the crassest ignorance, he wants to command as a despot a sex which is in full possession
ol'its intellectual faculties; he pretends to enjoy the Revolution and to claim his rights to
equality in order to say nothing more about it.

Surrender Speech

Hinmuuttu-yalatlat (Chief Joseph) (1840-1904)

Alter a devastating battle, Chief Joseph, leader of the native Indians - Nez Perce,
surrendered to General Nelson in Montana Territory on October 5, 1877 with
these words:

(Excerpt)

I am tired of fighting. The old men are all dead. It is cold and we have no blankets; the
little children are freezing to death. My people have run away to the hills. No one knows
where they are - freezing to death.

I want to look for my children, and see how many of them I can find. Maybe [ shall find
them among the dead.

Hear me my Chiefs! I am tired; my heart is sick and sad. From where the sun now stands
I will fight no more forever.

The Best Friend
George Graham Vest (1830-1904)

During a trial in Warrensburg, Missouri on September 23, 1870 G.G.Vest was
representing a man who sued another for killing his dog. His speech “A man’s best
friend” as closing arguments won the case.

(Excerpt)

Gentlemen of the Jury: The best [riend a man has in the world may turn against him and
become his enemy. Those who are nearest and dearest to us, those whom we trust with
our happiness and our good name may become traitors to their faith. The money that a
man has, he may lose. It flics away from him, perhaps when he needs it most.

A man’s reputation may be sacrificed in a moment of ill-considered action. The people
who are prone to fall on their knees to do us honor when success is with us, may be the
[irst to throw the stone of malice when [ailure settles its cloud upon our heads.

The one absolutely unselfish friend that man can have in this selfish world, the one that
never deserts him, the one that never proves ungrateflul or treacherous is his dog.
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Surrender Speech

Text: Hinmuuttu-yalatlat (C*
Excerpt from Surrender Speech, Montana "
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